#.                        LECTURE XII.:   THE  STUDY   OF  MATHEMATICS
if                                                    AT  GOTTINGEN.
N
L;'                                                                    (September 9, 1893.)
If                          IN this  last lecture  I  should  like to make some general
&l                      remarks   on  the  way in which the study of  mathematics is
\f i                       organized at the university of Gottingen, with particular refer-
$!                       ence to what may be of interest to American students.    At the
4$j                          same time I desire to give you an opportunity to ask any ques-
,»C                          tions that may occur to you as to the broader subject of mathe-
"fy                          matical study at German universities in general.    I shall be
' Y/                          glad to answer such inquiries to the extent of my ability.
^|                              It is perhaps inexact to speak  of an  organization of the
;                             mathematical teaching at Gottingen ; you know that Lern- und
*\\                         Lehr-Freiheit prevail at a German university, so that the organ-
'ffi                         ization I have in* mind consists merely in a voluntary agreement
,/;;|                          among the mathematical professors and instructors.    We dis-
||;|                          tinguish at Gottingen between a general and a higher course
! H                          in mathematics.    The general course is intended for that large
u)|                          majority of our students whose intention it is to devote them-
',IA                          selves to the teaching of mathematics and physics in the higher
C|                        schools   (Gymnasien,   Realgymnasien,  Realschulen),  while  the
kj                      higher course is designed specially for those whose final aim
is original investigation.
As regards the former class of students, it is my opinion that in Germany (here in America, I presume, the conditions are very different) the abstractly theoretical instruction given to
94    the sheaf have only one straight line in common.
